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300 doesn’t help people experiencing homelessness or the underlying causes

Paul’s Story 
Stable, loving childhood. College degree. Position of responsibility 
with a major corporation. Six-figure salary and a home in South 
Park Hill. People with these things aren’t supposed to end up 
homeless. 

But addiction led Paul Scudo to make some bad choices – 
choices that cost him his job, his marriage and his home in 
Denver. Paul ended up homeless for two tough years.

Thanks to the generosity and caring of a friend, Paul got off 
the streets and clean. And through his own recovery, he found 
a new career path: helping others with addiction. 

Today, Paul is Executive Director of Step Denver, a residential 
recovery program at 20th and Larimer streets that works with 
low-income men, many who are currently experiencing or 
have experienced homelessness. From his own experience 
of homelessness and his work with others going through it, 
Paul speaks passionately about the risks of life on the street – 
including the risk of addiction. 

Paul is concerned that if Initiative 300 passes, 

people will endanger their own health and 

safety and that of the community. “When you 

have people camping in that concentration, 

the cost to the City to clean up trash and feces 

goes up, the chance for infectious disease goes 

up, the use of drugs and alcohol goes up.” 

Initiative 300 will be on your May ballot. If approved, it will 
allow anyone to camp in any and all public places – in 
parks and open spaces, along rivers and creeks, on property 
adjacent to schools and playgrounds and on sidewalks and 
alleyways around business and residential areas. 

The measure fails to provide any new funding or programs 
to support people experiencing homelessness or to address 
the underlying causes of Denver’s homeless population.  

We love Denver and want our city to be a welcoming and 
supportive place for everyone, but that doesn’t mean that 
we should turn Denver’s parks, waterways, open spaces 
and sidewalks into homeless camps. Allowing people 
to camp in parks and sleep on sidewalks is unsafe, 
unhealthy and inhumane. 

The City and non-profit partners are providing services for 
people experiencing homelessness today. More could and 
should be done – including providing more shelters, making 
public bathrooms and showers more easily accessible, 
offering counseling services and job training and investing
in affordable housing – but Initiative 300 does none of that. 
It is not an answer. 

• Unprecedented: If 300 passes, Denver would be 
the first city in the country to experiment with a law 
that allows people to camp in city parks, along 
waterways, on sidewalks and in all public areas. 

• Ineffective: Initiative 300 is a poorly written, 
overly-broad measure that will have sweeping 
consequences and lead to expensive litigation without 
investing any new resources to serve people experiencing 
homelessness or address the root causes homelessness. 

• Unworthy of Our City: In 2017, more than 200 people 
experiencing homelessness died in Denver. Encouraging 
camping simply expands that tragedy. We can do better. 



Frequently Asked Questions 
What is Initiative 300?
• It allows people to camp in all outdoor public places, including parks and sidewalks, indefinitely. 

• It ends park curfews and prohibits Denver from enforcing essential laws that protect public safety. 

• It fails to provide any support to people experiencing homelessness or address the underlying causes
of homelessness.

It may also: 
• Impede the ability of trained outreach workers from approaching people in need of help. 

300 makes it illegal to “harass” anyone exercising his or her rights to camp without providing a definition of 
harassment. The threat of legal action may have a chilling effect on firefighters, first responders and other 
service providers from assisting people. 

• Harm our water quality. Encampments produce human waste and trash that contaminate our waterways, 
killing fish and wildlife and endangering anyone using our bike and trails network along the rivers.  

• Increase the risk of an outbreak of communicable diseases like typhus and hepatitis, 
which are common when large groups of people congregate in unsanitary environments. 

• Significantly limit or prevent Denver Parks from holding permitted or ticketed events, 
if they cannot move people who are camping to set up for events like concerts, charity runs or weddings.  

Why is 300 flawed?
The city of Denver and community partners are taking meaningful steps to create more affordable housing and 
provide effective outreach and support services to people experiencing homelessness. More could and should 
be done, but turning Denver’s public places into a campgrounds, as envisioned by Initiative 300, is not a solution 
to Denver’s housing or homelessness challenges. 

What parts of Denver
will be impacted? 

If passed, this would apply to all of Denver’s 
public outdoor spaces. People could camp in 
or around:  

• Residential areas, including property next to
our neighborhood schools

• Parks, trails, open spaces, rivers, and creeks 

• Neighborhood business districts 

• Cultural and sports facilities

• Downtown

How much will this cost
the City of Denver? 
Based on the experiences of other communities where 
large-scale encampments have developed in public places, 
Denver would need to:

• Increase police presence in public outdoor spaces where 
people are camping. 

• Greatly expand Public Works to deal with trash collection 
and maintenance of infrastructure including storm water 
drains. 

• Increase legal and staff time and spending on litigation 
arising from the implementation and enforcement of this 
untested and overly-broad proposal. 

Those are ALL funds that are NOT going to services and support for people experiencing homelessness.  



Health & Safety Risks of Encampments:
Lessons Learned from Other Cities
When large groups of people camp outside without basic infrastructure including toilets, 
running water and trash collection, public health and safety for the people experiencing 
homelessness and the broader community are at risk. 

Portland: Large groups of people experiencing homelessness in Portland 
have established encampments consisting of tents, tarps, boxes, shopping 
carts, bicycles, blankets, furniture and animals. These homeless encamp-
ments aren’t limited to the city’s urban core, but rather are 
reaching into Portland neighborhoods and suburbs. Pastor 
Ben Tertin of Portland described the challenge of balancing the rights of 
homeless people with the safety of the community. “What we have to do 
as a Christian mission, the heart for homeless in the core. It’s very big,” 
Tertin said. “But not to the point of saying leave your used condoms and 
needles at our children’s playground.”

Los Angeles: Homelessness in Los Angeles has increased 75 percent 
over six years from about 32,000 to an estimated 55,000 due to rising 
cost of housing and limited space in shelters and affordable housing 
units. As a result, more tent cities are emerging. A 2017 survey identified 
222 encampments, including 50 settlements with 30 or 
more people living in them, in communities from Koreatown to 
Bel-Air. Drug use, violence, prostitution and arson are 
common in homeless encampments. The human waste, 
discarded food and other trash, including hypodermic needles and other

drug paraphernalia, generated by the people living in tent cities attract rats and fleas and threaten public 
health and safety. In the fall of 2018 a typhus outbreak reached “epidemic” levels in parts 
of Los Angeles County including Pasadena. 

Better Strategies to Addressing Homelessness
The City and County of Denver, in partnership with non-profit service providers, are taking 
meaningful steps to support people experiencing homelessness. Here are just a few 
examples of programs in place today: 

• Denver Day Works – Beginning in 2016 the City began a coordinated effort to provide work 
opportunities to people experiencing homelessness. Year 1 outcomes show 110 individuals hired, with 
15 finding positions with the City. Based on that success, funding for the program has been expanded.

• Denver Street Outreach Collaborative – Denver’s Road Home funds 18 street outreach 
workers, along with 2 behavioral health navigators and 2 overnight search and rescue case workers, 
to connect those experiencing homelessness with resources and supports. An average of 713 unique 
individuals per month are referred to services and nearly 140 people living on the streets have been 
connected to housing.

• Dedicated Fund for Affordable Housing – The City of Denver’s fund is estimated to raise at 
least $150 million over the next 10 years to create or preserve 6,000 affordable homes, with 40 to 50 
percent of housing resource investments targeted at those experiencing homelessness and those in 
extreme poverty. 

Clearly, the demand for supports and services is far out-stripping available 
resources. More could and should be done. But we should be focused on 
programs and strategies that are designed to help people today and 
address the root causes of homelessness.

Initiative 300 fails that test.



Why your neighbors are voting NO on 300

Connect with the campaign on social media:

Facebook.com/TogetherDenver

Twitter.com/TogetherDenver

Instagram.com/TogetherDenver

What You Can Do: 
  Visit TogetherDenver.com to learn more

  Ask for a yard sign

  Speak to your neighbors and neighborhood association

  Vote NO on 300 on your Denver ballot this May

Voter Information 
Municipal General Election Dates to Remember:

April 15 – Mail ballots will be mailed out this week

April 15 – 24-Hour Ballot Drop-Off Boxes open to receive ballots

April 22 – Voter Service and Polling Centers (VSPC) open

May 7 – Municipal Election
Note: VSPCs open 7am to 7pm.
24-Hour Ballot Drop-Off Boxes close at 7pm.

For more information, contact the 
Denver Elections Division:

720-913-VOTE (8683)

720-913-8600

DenverVotes.org

mailballots@denvergov.org

“The current system has failed to provide safe and appropriate alternatives to living on the streets for 
everyone experiencing homelessness in Denver. CCH does not believe the solution to this failure should be 
to “institutionalize” encampments and street homelessness through a “right to be left alone” on the streets. 
CCH believes in long-term, permanent solutions to homelessness that respect the inherent dignity of all individuals 
while balancing the other needs of the community. Initiative 300 appears to provide a short-term response to 
frustrations with the current failed system, responding to the symptoms rather than the cause of the problem. 
Instead, we should strive for more than merely protecting the right of someone to survive on the streets and take 
action to ensure the right to safe, affordable, and long-term housing with dignity.”

– Statement from Colorado Coalition for the Homeless (CCH), March 6, 2019

“Homeless people need a sense of stability, we need a sense of community, we 
need a sense of acceptance and embracement by our city, yes – BUT that should 
be achieved through housing that offers legitimate security and privacy and access 
to normal public services. Allowing indefinite camping creates the illusion of those 
benefits on the surface, while really cultivating complacency for a life in spaces that 
are full of theft, physical dangers, and exposure to bad habits that many homeless 
people are working away from. I think [Initiative 300] would make things worse for 
people struggling with homelessness, not better.”

– Emerald Bixby, Denver resident who has experienced homelessness off and on for 7 years

“First responders – firefighters, paramedics – need to know where they’re going 
and what they’re walking into. I’m worried that Initiative 300 would put our first 
responders in danger and spread even more thin the already limited resources that 
Denver Fire and other city agencies have to protect the public’s safety and health.” 

– Larry Trujillo, Denver Fire Chief, Retired

“300 is a River Killer. It permits large encampments along our creeks and rivers that 
will dangerously harm fish, birds and wildlife and degrade our delicate ecosystems.  
If you believe in clean water, vote NO on 300.”

– Jeff Shoemaker, Executive Director, The Greenway Foundation




